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Monday, June 18, 2007 

Ben Franklin Crafts opening in Rochester
 

By ADAM D. KRAUSS 
Democrat Staff Writer 
akrauss@fosters.com 

ROCHESTER — A Ben Franklin Crafts store is coming to the corner of Union and Wakefield 
streets.  
 
Dwight Ciccotelli, a city native and businessman who owns a similar store in Somersworth, said 
he's shooting to have the new location open by the middle of July.  
 
Before then, West Branch Construction is preparing the 13,400-square-foot space, the former 
home of a Brooks pharmacy and state liquor store, on behalf of the property owner, Rochshire 
Trust, an entity of The Haughey Company of Massachusetts.  
 
Ciccotelli is also looking to get a light gray and an entryway charcoal facade design approved by 
the Historic District Commission.  
 
Ben Franklin Crafts and Variety outlets are part of the nation's largest family of independently 
owned retail stores, according to the company.  
 
With the Rochester store, there will be three Ben Franklins in New Hampshire. The other is in 
Raymond.  
 
"We have floral silk flowers, a custom frame shop, a fabric department, scrap booking, jewelry 
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making, model rockets, the whole gamut of things for any type of crafts," Ciccotelli said.  
 
With nearly two decades experience owning the Somersworth store, he said the new spot is 
perfectly located to attract shoppers living north of the city. But location wasn't the only reason he 
decided to locate here. 
 
Ciccotelli said he's encouraged by progress being made to attract larger retailers, like those that 
will set up at The Rochester Shoppes plaza across town.  
 
"That keeps people in Rochester instead of traveling to Newington," he said.  
 
The new crafts site, with a five-year lease, has a large parking area and is within walking distance 
of other downtown shops.  
 
This isn't Ciccotelli's first Rochester venture.  
 
He owns the new Quiznos Subs and used to run a small fast food-type restaurant in the Lilac Mall 
and the drive-in movie theater, which went out of business in 1987.
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