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FIRST STAR MANUFACTURING CHANGES HANDS WITH SUPPORT FROM 

ROCHESTER'S J.O.B. LOAN PROGRAM

[image: image1.jpg]



First Star Manufacturing started in 1982 in Rochester by three friends and partners on Rochester Hill Rd. Through the years, they have weathered a number of recessions and shifts in sheet metal manufacturing by giving good service and outstanding quality to their loyal customers. This year the three owners have decided to retire and sell the business to someone with the experience to continue to service their customers and to grow the business with his own knowledge and experience. Walter "Skip" LaChance has purchased First Star and is in the process of implementing his business plan that will revitalize First Star Manufacturing and expand the number of employees.

First Star Manufacturing currently employs two full-time machinists, Skip LaChance and previous owner Harold Gray. Skip's business plan calls for him to start with 3 machinists with himself handling shipping and marketing. He hopes to add 2 more full-time machinists and a full-time office manager over the next three years. The City of Rochester is able to help Mr. LaChance by using the Housing and Urban Development funded J.O.B. Loan Program to supplement his primary funding through Ocean Bank in Rochester. 

The Rochester J.O.B. Loan Program is a low interest loan program intended to create and grow small business in Rochester, East Rochester and Gonic. The City recognizes that small businesses are a vital part of the economy and an important source of jobs. To be eligible for funding with this program, the business must create employment opportunities for low to moderate income persons, meet the allowable uses criteria and apply for the program with a well reasoned business plan. The application and criteria can be found on the City of Rochester's web site at www.rochesternh.net/Public_Documents/RochesterNH_EconomicDev/Index
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Ea Ksander, Community Development Specialist, Walter "Skip" LaChance, Owner First Star Manufacturing, John Turgeon, Ocean National Bank, Karen Pollard, Economic Development Manager








